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Synopsis

A leader in respiratory care education for more than 35 years, this comprehensive textbook lays a
strong foundation for a successful career. You'll gain a thorough understanding of the role of
respiratory therapists (RTs), a scientific basis for treatment, and clinical applications. In-depth
discussions progress from the principles of respiratory care to applied anatomy and physiology,
assessment, discussion of specific respiratory illnesses, basic therapy, acute and critical care, and
preventive and long-term care. Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPGs) and Therapist Driven Protocols
(TDPs) in appropriate chapters familiarize you with patient care guidelines and decision trees as
they are used in practice.A full-color format makes the text easier to read and brings out key detail
in the illustrations.Mini-Clinis provide short vignettes applying content in the text to actual patient
care, asking you to think critically on problems you may encounter.Clinical Practice Guidelines
(CPGs) cover the steps of patient care with important information on indications/contraindications,
hazards and complications, assessment of need, assessment of outcome, and
monitoring.Therapist-Driven Protocols (TDPs) provide decision trees developed by hospitals,
helping you to assess patients, initiate care, and evaluate outcomes.Rules of Thumb highlights
rules, formulas, and key points important to clinical practice.Measurable Learning Objectives parallel
the areas tested by the NBRC exam, helping you identify important information that goes beyond
memorization and recall.Key Point summaries in bulleted format help you clearly identify key
concepts covered in each chapter.A Workbook includes a wide range of activities such as
NBRC-type multiple-choice questions, case studies, experiments, and hands-on activities, allowing
you to apply the knowledge you’ve gained from the text.New History of Respiratory Care chapter
describes the evolution and challenges of this profession.Updated content reflects changes in the
field, with additions to the text including:More coverage of evidence-based carelnformation on
HIPAAA discussion of computer applications in a health care settingAn emphasis on how nutrition
impacts the respiratory systemThe role of the respiratory therapist in disease management is
discussed in the Cardiopulmonary Diseases section.A new appendix cross-references the NBRC
examination matrices for the CRT and RRT to content in the book, making it easier to prepare for
the NBRC exams.New editor Robert Kacmarek, a well-known figure in respiratory care, has joined

Robert Wilkins and James Stoller.
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Customer Reviews

This book is the friggin’ respiratory care bible of books!!! i don’t know why colleges make u buy new
books each term for the respiratory program, they should just issue u this. i was struggling heavily in
my class reading the incomprehensible books they assigned me. i bought this along with the
workbook for it, said to heck with my instructor’s lectures and books, and just read this book. i now
have an "A" in the class so that should tell u something. make sure u get the workbook for this, as

this was the part that just sent my grade thru the roof, the author is funny and helps u out alot.

Like most monolithic, "kitchen sink" books created by numerous editors, this text book suffers from
choppy, disjointed flow; multiple confusing terminology; conflicting explanations, descriptions and
specifications; lengthy descriptions of out of use, outdated equipment and methods (though not as
bad as the Mosby Equipment book). Furthermore, there are no free supplemental online or other
digital material which would help the student digest this rather large quantity of material. A
classmate purchased the Evolve online supplement for $99 only to discover that it is a complete
waste of money: simple silly quizzes and cartoonish, poorly conceived "activities." So this explains
why | deducted 2 stars. | added one star because the price is right. On a positive note, the text book
is very comprehensive. The AARC tables are very clear and easy to reference, fully supplemented
by additional tables that provide additional guidance. Despite the choppy flow, the writing style,
though extremely soporific, makes for easy reading. The real problem that the student will encounter
with this book, is, when the teacher disagrees with the book, the student must guess on the test

which to side with. That problem is certainly not specific to this text, but the problem is greater with



this text because so much of the material is outdated and because respiratory care varies from
hospital to hospital. Overall, | recommend this book for the first year respiratory care student
because it is comprehensive, is a great reference, and will indispensably aid the student in passing
the CRT/RRT exams.

| bought the 9th even though the 10th is out because | just needed something to refresh my
knowledge. | chose Egan’s because it has always been a comprehensive text and that is what |
needed; and | chose the 9th because i understood that there weren’t many changes between the
9th and 10th. The cost difference was significant. The only downside that I've discovered is that | do

not have an user key to access the online resources. Not a deal breaker but just be advised.

Egan’s is the standard for the textbook on respiratory care. | have a much older version as well, and
this is totally rearranged in a better manner for the learner to quickly grasp the concepts in a better
flow. You cannot beat a fundamental textbook on respiratory care. This will give you more than the
information you need to not only pass the national board exams but to be an excellent respiratory

therapist.

It is like the RRT’s bible! everything is in it. | would suggest this to all who want to study and become
a RT.edited 08/28/2013:now that | have entered and started the program | feel that this book is
useful but its like Egan’s believe that the student already know ALL of the keywords and gives you
SOME of the definitions in the back of the book. if you get this book you will need to get the

definitions of the keywords to understand it fully.

| am a respiratory therapy student with background in nursing. This textbook has generous amounts
of useful information. The chapters are well structured with ample diagrams, photographs, AARC
guidelines, critical thinking boxes, and numerous charts. | have found it a great source for
respiratory concepts. The only drawback is certain assessment parameters and crucial information
buried within the text that is not bold type -- but should be. This makes it difficult to use as a quick
reference. Egan’s Fundamentals of Respiratory Care will not be sold after this course is over. | will

be adding it to my personal library of clinical reference books.

Got exactly what | asked for and it was at a price i can’t argue. It came when it was promised only

thing is when | got it the package was a little damaged, but the book was fine. Im sure it was just



during the shipping process though

Egan’s may have been the "respiratory bible" at one time, but that time is not now. The organization
of the book is very poor and there are many errors that still need to be fixed. Trying to do he
workbook is a very large hassle because there is absolutely no order to the questions and trying to
pick out the information is insane. Unfortunately respiratory education programs are stuck using

Egans.
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